
 There are approximately 7,000 Palestinian politi-
cal prisoners inside Israeli jails. Palestinians, living under 
occupation and oppression for over 68 years, have been 
targeted for mass imprisonment and detention by the 
Israeli occupation. 
 Nearly every Palestinian family has been touched 
by political imprisonment - a father, mother, son, daughter, 
sister, brother, cousin, uncle, aunt. Since the occupation 
of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 1967, over 800,000 
Palestinians from those areas have been held as political 
prisoners - one out of every four Palestinians from the 
West Bank and Gaza. Forty percent of Palestinian men in 
the West Bank, including Jerusalem, have spent some time 
in occupation jails.
 Around 750 of these Palestinian prisoners are held 
without charge or trial in a system called “administrative 
detention.”  Introduced to Palestine by British colonizers 
in the early twentieth century, administrative detention is 
arbitrary jailing with no charges and no trial, on the basis 
of secret evidence. It is renewable indefinitely for repeated 
periods of up to six months. Palestinians held under ad-
ministrative detention are not charged with any crime, nor 
are they brought to trial even before the Israeli occupa-
tion’s rigged military courts.
 Writers, scholars, journalists, students and artists 
are also Palestinian political prisoners. Palestinian students 
are frequently arrested and criminalized for participation 
in student politics - student election blocs are labeled as 
supporters of “prohibited organizations,” which include 
most Palestinian political parties. 
 Isolation and solitary confinement are frequently 
used against Palestinian political prisoners, including hun-
ger strikers, political leaders, and other influential prison-
ers. Solitary confinement and isolation have been deemed 
to be forms of torture by the UN Special Rapporteur on 
Torture.
 Many Palestinian prisoners have engaged in hun-
ger strikes, demanding freedom and justice. They continue 
to put their bodies, health, and lives on the line daily in 
direct confrontation with an occupation from behind bars.  
 There are currently six Palestinians on hunger 
strike in Israeli prison, Anas Shadid, Ahmad Abu Fara, Majd 
Abu Shamla, Hasan Rubayah,  Musab Manasrah and Yousef 
Abu Saeed.  Five are imprisoned without charge or trial, 
and they are on hunger strike to demand their freedom.

AHMAD ABU FARA, 29, launched his hunger strike 
on 25 September 2016. He has been imprisoned 
without charge or trial since a raid on his home by 
Israeli occupation forces on 2 August. He was previ-
ously imprisoned for two years by Israeli occupation 
forces. Newly married in late 2015, his pregnant wife 
suffered a miscarriage after the violent raid.

ANAS SHADID, 19, launched his hunger strike on 
25 September 2016.  From the village of Dura near 
al-Khalil, he is a recent high school graduate. He was 
arrested on 1 August by Israeli occupation forces and 
has been imprisoned without charge or trial since 
his arrest. 

MAJD ABU SHAMLA, 24, has been on hunger strike 
since 5 October 2016. He has been imprisoned since 
27 January; after 51 days in the Jalameh interrogation 
center, he was ordered to six months imprisonment 
without charge or trial. His detention order was then 
renewed for an additional six months. A long time 
supporter of Fateh, he is held in the Negev desert 
prison, and is married with a one year old child.

TAKE ACTION!
WRITE a letter or op-ed for your local or school newspaper 
or blog, focusing on the stories of Palestinian prisoners.

CALL your government officials and demand they take ac-
tion to sanction Israel. Call the White House at 1-202-456-
1111 to demand action on Palestinian prisoners. 

JOIN THE MOVEMENT for Boycott, Divestment and Sanc-
tions against Apartheid Israel., including the boycott of G4S 
- one of the world’s largest companies - for its role in Israeli 
prisons. CONTACT US: samidoun@samidoun.net

HASAN RUBAYAH, 31, has been on hunger strike 
since 5 October 2016. He has been detained since 
30 March. He was imprisoned in 2000 on charges of 
membership in Fateh and works in the Palestinian 
Authority security services. He is married with three 
children.


