NEW YORK POLITICAL PRISONERS
UP FOR PAROLE IN 2018
Robert Seth Hayes was arrested in 1973, after
police opened ﬁre on his apartment while he was
home with his wife and child. This occurred as a
result of the U.S. government’s illegal
Counterintelligence Program (COINTELPRO), in a
climate dominated by portrayals of black militants
as murderers and cop-killers. Seth, a former
member of the Black Panther Party, was convicted
for the death of a NYC transit cop and for the
attempted murder of the cops who stormed his
Robert Seth Hayes apartment. He received a sentence of 25 years to
life, and is currently being held at the Sullivan
Correctional Facility in upstate New York.
In 1998, Seth was diagnosed with diabetes, and has been struggling with
prison administrators to get quality healthcare for his disease. Seth became
eligible for parole in 1998, but despite an excellent prison record, has been
denied every two years. In 2015, Seth started experiencing intense health
issues including an abdominal mass and shortness of breath. Supporters have
been campaigning for these issues to be treated quickly by the NYS prisons
with some success, especially on the Hepatitis treatments. Seth goes to the
parole board in 2018.

Herman Bell has been a U.S. political prisoner for
over 43 years. A former Black Panther, he was
involved with political community work and
subsequently went underground because of
relentless FBI and police attacks on the Party.
Herman was captured in New Orleans in 1973 and
illegally extradited to New York to stand trial with
Albert Nuh Washington, Jalil Muntaqim, Francisco
Torres and Gabriel Torres on charges of killing two
NYC police. Though the jury could not reach a
verdict the ﬁrst time, the NY District Attorney
Herman Bell
persisted and used many illegal tactics to obtain
convictions for Herman, Jalil and Nuh.
Herman was also a founder, along with Carol Dove and Michael Vernon, and
core member of the Victory Gardens Project, a collaboration between inner
city and rural community groups in the northeastern U.S., in which food, as
the organizing tool, was grown and distributed free of charge back into the
communities. Herman has been denied parole 7 times (since 2004). In spite of
his remarkable achievements while imprisoned, the denials are based solely
on the original charge of his conviction, something he cannot change.
Herman continues to support the Release Aging Prisoners Project and The
SAFE Parole Act, both of which would help thousands of New York State elder
prisoners obtain long-deserved release on parole. He was denied parole in
March 2016 and goes to the parole board next in 2018.

freehermanbell.org

kersplebedeb.com/posts/robert-seth-hayes/

HOW TO SUPPORT

Jalil Muntaqim became aﬃliated with the Black
Panther Party at age 18. In 1971, less than 2
months before his 20th birthday, he was arrested
with Albert "Nuh" Washington by San Francisco
police. He was subsequently charged with a host
of revolutionary activities including the murder of
two police in New York City, and is currently
serving a 25 years to life sentence in New York
State. His case is known as the 'New York 3' case
as his co-defendants include Nuh and Herman
Bell. He was also implicated in the San Francisco 8
Jalil Muntaqim
case, and pleaded guilty to a lesser oﬀense. Jalil
was sent to Southport Correctional in January 2017 for an incident report he
got for teaching a class about Black history. He goes to the parole board again
in 2018.

Seth, Jalil and Herman all have parole hearings coming up 2018.
There will be information posted on their websites and these below about
how to help. There will need to be massive public pressure in order to bring
them home. Please do what you can to support their freedom eﬀorts.

freejalil.com

nycabc.wordpress.com
jerichony.org
certaindays.org
All three political prisoners enjoy correspondence with the movement.
Check out the websites for their current address and shoot them a letter.
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